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\ Our Lady of the Lake
WA N Catholic Church
4609 Martin Street South, Cropwell, AL 35054

Office: 205-525-5161 Fax: 205-525-5162
www.ollpellcity.com parish@ollpellcity.com

Rev. William P. Lucas, Pastor

Deacon Terrence Rumore Deacon Serge Brazzolotto
Deacon E. Lee Robinson

Director of Religious Education Kelly Cardenas

Music Director Charmaine Welch

Parish Secretary Shelly Hamman
MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday : 5:00 p.m. Sunday: 8:30 a.m. & 11:15 a.m.
Weekdays: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 9:00 a.m.
Wednesday: 7:00 p.m.

OFFICE HOURS: Monday—Thursday 9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
EVERY FIRST FRIDAY:

CONFESSIONS: Novena To The Sacred Heart
Saturday 4:00 p.m. - 4:50 p.m. or of Jesus - before 9 a.m. Mass.
by appointment. Eucharistic Adoration 9:30 a.m.-11:00 a.m.
MARRIAGES: HOLY HOUR OF ADORATION:
Must be scheduled with the Priest Third Sunday of every month at 7:00 p.m.
at least 6 months in advance. Second Wednesday of every month- 7:30 p.m.
MORNING ROSARY: Exposicion d%elce?c?;antrirlsggo@elﬁf@%%? Miércoles
8:30 a.m. before Mass.
MONDAYS: RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:

Miraculous Medal Novena following Mass. August through May. Ages 3 yrs.-High School



Our Lady of the Lake Catholic Church

Satmfd'ay, June 20, 2020
Mass 5:00 pm

Sunday, June 21, 2020
Masses 8:30 am & 11:15 am

Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time
June 21, 2020
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INTENTIONS

Monday: Andy McClay by the Zielinskis

Deacon Bill & Mary Alexiou

by the Brazzolottos

Tuesday:

Wednesday: Vincent Banna by the Brazzolottos
Thursday: Mike & Kitty Gordon by the Brazzolottos

Friday: Roberta Warren by the JP & Enid Willi
Saturday: Joe Yester by Bob & Karen Hand
Sunday: For the People

All sick & homebound patients by the
Brazzolottos

Please pray for the ill and shut-ins:

Paul Bovle, Jacky Johnson, Pe Gessler,

Gail £ayyton, T on%/ Michaels, D‘?&‘Z@ya Markevich,
Dorothy DiMattia, Walton Smith,

Juanitd Crowson, Kelly Dale, Toni James
Bob_Walsh, Sarah Svetlay, Charles & Libby )
Lafleur, Rosemary Mateer, Lance Stella, Marti
Baird, Fred Brown, Mary Franklin

Please prag for all our loved ones who are_jll and our
shut-ins. To add a name, call the church office; or to
add to the Prayer Hot Line call Sharon Stice at 205-
338-0207, or email:sharonstice4b@gmail.com.

Weekly Readings ~ June 22—June 28

Monday: 2 Kgs 17:5-8, 13-154a, 18;
Ps 60:3-5, 12-13; Mt 7:1-5

Tuesday: 2 Kgs 19:9b-11, 14-21, 31
-35a, 36; Ps 48:2-4, 10-
11; Mt 7:6, 12-14

Wednesday: Is 49:1-6; Ps 139;1-3,13-
15; Acts 13:22-26; Lk 1:57
-66, 80

Thursday: 2 Kgs 24:8-17; Ps 79:1b-
5, 8-9; Mt 7:21-29

Friday: 2 Kgs 25:1-12; Ps 137:1-
6;: Mt 8:1-4

Saturday: Lam 2:2, 10-14, 18-19; Ps
74:1b-7, 20-21; Mt 8:5-17

Sunday: 2 Kgs 4:8-11, 14-16a; Ps
89:2-3, 16-19; Rom 6:3-4,
8-11; Mt 10:37-42

Today’s Readings

First Reading — The Lord has rescued the poor
from the clutches of the wicked.
(Jeremiah 20:10-13)

Psalm — Lord, in your great love, answer me.
(Psalm 69)

Second Reading — The grace of God overflows
for all. (Romans 5:12-15)

Gospel — All who acknowledge Jesus before
others will likewise be acknowledged by Jesus
before the Father. (Matthew 10:26-33)
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Father Bill’s Message

WE HAVE A NEW BISHOP!

This Tuesday, June 23", Bishop Steven Raica will become the Fifth Bishop of
the Diocese of Birmingham. He succeeds Bishop Robert Baker, who will retire and
still maintain residence in the Diocese. Bishop Raica has been the Ordinary of the
Diocese of Gaylord in Michigan, where he was born, since 2014.

I have been asked several times, “Why do you always pray for the Pope and
the Bishop? We laypeople need prayers more than they do!” We all need prayers.
Praying for Pope Francis or Bishop Baker or Bishop Raica does not diminish
praying for the rest of the Church. Bishops, including the Bishop of Rome, have
tremendous responsibility placed upon them. If they get it wrong, the negative
impact is much worse than if a parish priest or a layperson gets it wrong. We are
all supposed to be following our shepherds, the bishops. We should pray that they
are leading us in the right direction.

While we are at it, we might also pray that we would be a loyal flock, who
follows the lead of our Shepherd, who will be Bishop Raica beginning Tuesday. It is
the sad state of modern human beings that we are bad at following directions. (Just
look at the sky-rocketing cases of Covid-19 in Alabama.) Like lost sheep, we like
to ““go our own way.” But as Pope Francis said during his prayer for the end of the
pandemic, “No one reaches salvation by themselves.” We need the help of others.
We need their prayers and their example.

Good leaders lead by example. Good followers follow the example of good
leaders. In the end, it is Jesus Christ’s Church. Bishop Raica serves the Lord. So do
we. We should pray that we will be good servants.

Welcome Bishop Raica! We are praying for you.
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Weekly

Offertory
July 2019 — June 2020

Actual* Needed
Last Week $9,039.65 $6,692
Year to $381,445.63 $341,292
Date

*Please note the actual total includes Seminarian Fund,
Building Fund & Special Collections which are not part
of the general operating_j budg_jet.

Prayer Line @

If you need someone to pray for any intention,
an online prayer option is being provided by
the Good Shepherd Ministries. Email your
request to GSMprayers@yahoo.com. You can
also request prayer through regular mail at:
GSM Prayers
P.O. Box 316
Cropwell, AL 35054

PAgi!H !OH“EIL

Chair: Sonia Dale:
wmksdale2000@gmail.com

Vice Chair: Jennifer Rosato:
jrosato1972@gmail.com

Secretary: Gloria Raynor:
grodgers2010@gmail.com
Matthew Allor: mjallor.1969@gmail.com

Britton Falkner: brittonfalkner@gmail.com
Bernie Funderburg: boxacarbern1@aol.com
Debbie Gossett: debbiegossett@msn.com
Rosemary Mateer: rookiekatie@yahoo.com

Bart Perry: brpgep07@yahoo.com

Council meetings are open to all
parishioners, and are typically on the
third Wed. of the month after Mass.

“special dry rub”. All proceeds will be used to

fund the numerous charitable activities KOC
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Knights of Columbus July 4th
Barbecue Sale

Our Lady of the Lake Catholic
Church

Knights of Columbus Council 12270 will be
selling barbeque for the July 4th holiday.

Friday July 3rd at 8:00 a.m. through
Saturday July 4th.

Boston Butts $40
Large Pork Ribs $30
Baby Back Ribs $20
Whole Chicken $10

All meat will be freshly smoked with KOC

Council 12270 supports.




The Christian Love Pantry
The Christian Love Pantry is still trying to help the poor
in the St. Clair County area. To assist them, we are
continuing to collect canned soup at the church. You
can leave donations, including money, in the South
vestibule. (There is a box for cash donations).

If you prefer, you may drop your donation at the
parish office during the times above.
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Goal -100 cans/week.
Total cans last week - 201 cans.

Please consider donating $1 per week

Assignments—June 24 - June 28

Thank you for your sympathy and kindness

A note of THANKS AND LOVE from the Boyle Family! What a
wonderfully blessed community, police force and parish family
we have! Our hearts are full of appreciation, love and
thanksgiving to all who have supported the Boyle family during
their time of loss of Little Paul. The outpouring of love, candle
lit prayer service, food, cards, gifts, Masses, visits, support and
hugs. These are the strengths that lifted us up and gave us
courage to move forward. A heartfelt thank you to Fr. Bill for
opening up the doors of the Parish Hall and Church to celebrate
the calling of Little Paul home to his heavenly family. It was a
beautiful Mass that brought many back together and back to
church during this quarantined time. We have made it this far,
because of all this love and support.

The days ahead will still hold challenges, but we give THANKS to
all our friends and family in advance for the continued prayer
support. We have seen the face of God in each and everyone
of you, and for this, we the Boyle Family, are SINCERELY
GRATEFUL! We will continue to hold all of you in our prayers!

May our God, and Little Paul continue to
shine their light upon you! Amen! Peace
and prayers to all.

WEDNESDAY MASS

7:00 PM
Lectors
Ministers

SATURDAY MASS

5:00 PM
Altar Servers
Greeters
Lectors
Ministers
Ushers

SUNDAY MASS

8:30 AM
Altar Servers
Greeters
Lectors
Ministers
Ushers

11:15 AM
Altar Servers
Greeters
Lectors
Ministers
Ushers

6/24/2020
Bernie Funderburg
Deacon

6/27/2020
Karen Hand, Janice Stella
Marguerite Gorman
Deacon
Mark McRae, Amy Carreker

6/28/2020

Perry family, Bob & LouElla Menefee
Joe Hoffert

Deacon

Herb Kuntz, Phillip Thomaston,

Bit Thomaston, Bart Perry

Aly & Wendy Struzik, Routzahn family
Gloria Raynor

Deacon

Chris Gallegly, Andy Payant,

John Bluhm, Emily Bluhm,

If you are unable to keep your assignment,

please find a substitute.




OUR LADY OF THE LAKE

Religicus Education

Due to COVID 19:
No VBS for Summer 2020
Youth Groups are cancelled until further
notice.
No Nursery at this time.

FIRST COMMUNION TBA
PLEASE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR
WYATT DALE, HAYLEIGH TAYLOR,
LOGAN BLUHM, ALENE GURROLA &
ANALUZ GURROLA

Religious Education Teachers Needed
Please Contact Kelly at (205)525-5161 to volunteer.
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g Sunday June 21 Father’s Day
» < Mass 8:30am & 11:15am
g f; Holy Hour 7:00 pm
.
g
< OURI{APY OF THE lodRE . Monday— June 22
<« » Mass 9:00am
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z » Mass 9:00am
» dunday, deptember 13, 2020 2
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» ‘ﬂﬁﬁl’ 11:15 Mass /Z Mass 7:00 pm
. Wy
. g Thursday— June 25
We need your help! s Mass 9:00am
Z Ifyou know of any past members that Z _
« We can contact to invite to the event, » Friday— June 26
please let us know. g Mass 9:00 am
Z Karen Hand Z Saturday— June 27
Vg
» 205-405-1049 < Mass 5:00 pm
& Reconciliation 4:00-4:50 p.m. in
Vg
2 wmkhand@yahoo.com w || theParish Hall
Z Mark McRae »
& Sunday-June 28
A4 MMcRae237@yahoo.com ﬁ Mass 8:30am & 11:15am
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June 21 ~ June 28 Schedule
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Protecting Seniors
Nationwide

329. 95/Mo. billed quarterly

* One Free Month

* No Long-Term Contract

e Price Guarantee

e Easy Self Installation

Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Q

Call Today!

MW

The Sponsors Who Appear On This Bulletin.
It Is Through Their Support That This Bulletin Is Made Possible.
Business Owners Interested In Advertising Please Call

J.S. Paluch at 1-800-438-8931

i ¥
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684415 Our Lady of the Lake Church (B

www._jspaluch.com F

or Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-438-8931



Biorese of Birmingham in Alabams

Post Office Box 12047 2121 Third Avenua Norh

Birmingham, Alabama 35202-2047 Birmingham, Alabama 35203
Telaphone: 205-838-8322

Fax: 205-836-1910

Office of the Bishop
June 15, 2020

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

It is time for our special collection for the Mission Cooperative Appeal. The collection will be
taken up on the weekend of June 27" and 28", The heartfelt generosity that you have always given to the
missions is greatly appreciated by those who are less fortunate. | hope we can make this appeal a very
successful one. Pope Francis often speaks about call to be missionary disciples. Helping the Missions is a
way to fulfill that call.

A quote from Pope Francis:

“esus is ‘the evangelizer par excellence and the Gospel in person.” His solicitude, particulurly
Jor the most vulnerable and margindized, invites all of us 1o care for the frailest and 10 recognize Ms
suffering countenance, especially in the victims of now forms of poverty and stavery. The Lord savs! f
was gy and you gave me food, Dwas thirsty and you gave me drink, 1was o stranger and Yo
welcomed mc. was naked and you dothed me, Dwas sick and you visited me, Iwas in prison and Vo
came to mie.” The mussion of the Churcly, herself a pilgeio in the seorld and the Mother of ail, is thus 10
love Jesus Clirist. 1o adore and love hin, particudarly in the poorest and viost abandoned, among these
are certainly migrants und refiigees. who are trying to escape difficult iving conditions and dungers of
every kind

This year the funds received from this collection will directly help support the following
participating groups:

e Diocese of Damascus, Syria - Archbishop Samir Nassar

s Diocese of Irinjalakuda, India - Bishop Pauly Kannookadan

»  Diocese of Kumba, Cameroon, Africa - Bishop Agapitus Nfon
s Diocese of Timor Leste-Archbishop Joseph Marino

® Diocese of Warangal, India-Bishop Udumala Bala

These mission dioceses will benefit greatly from the collection taken up in the parishes. This is
our way of showing our care and support for the foreign missions.

Blessings to you and your families!

Gratefully yours in Christ,

Rt [ S

Most Reverend Robert J. Baker
Apostolic Administrator of Birmingham in Alabama

Pastors/Administrators: Please share this information the weekend of June 20-21. The collection will
take place the following weckend, June 27-28.
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ONE LIGUORI DRIVE
LIGUORI, MO
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800-325-9521
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PHOTOCOPYING
PROHIBITED.

: JUNE 2020

-WE HAVE MANY WAYS =
TO REACH OUT, —
EVEN WHEN WE -
STAY INDOORS

JIM AUER

n March 27, 2020, Pope Francis
delivered an unexpected address amid
extraordinary circumstances. A papal Urbi et
Orbi address ("to the city and to the world”)
is normally given on only three occasions:
after a papal election, on Christmas, and
at Easter. This was no normal March day.
In response to a global pandemic that was
gathering terrifying momentum, the Pope
delivered a singular exception—alone, in the
rain, in a deserted St. Peter’s Square.

In the Pope’s worthy break from tradition,
he asked us to see the current chaos not as
God's punishment but as our opportunity
to choose what matters, to separate what's
necessary from what isn't, and to get our lives
back on track with God and each other.

EDITOR: ELIZABETH A, HERZING-GEBHART « DESIGN: JOHN KRUS
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According to Merriam-Webster, “social distancing” first
appeared in 2003, though few paid much attention until the
coronavirus crisis that went global in 2020. How do we fulfill
Jesus' mandate of love in a climate where, to be safe, we
stand at least six feet away from each other? How do we bond
spiritually in ways that benefit others and ourselves? And
how can our connections bring
us closer to God? In a diagram,
connectedness might look like
this: the closer the lines come to
the center, the closer they are to
each other. God is the center; we
are the lines. How do we connect?
Let’s count some ways.

Don’t Waste a Crisis

Though COVID-19 and the virus that causes the disease may
be at the forefront of our minds, it’s important to remember
that it doesn’t take a pandemic to place individuals in
isolation. Consider those who are removed due to a long-
term illness, limited transportation, or other social and
economic hardships. We shouldn’t waste a crisis. We
shouldn’t emerge from it unchanged, with our attitudes,
outlook, daily practices—indeed, our spiritual lives—no
different than they were at the onset. How many similar
possibilities remain undone—worldwide and in each of our
lives?

Take this phone conversation as an example:

“Hi, Grandma! This is Erin.”

“Erin! What a nice surprise! I haven't heard from you in...
never mind, it doesn’t matter. How are you, sweetie?”

“I'm fine, Grandma. I'm calling to see how you are. This is
awful, isn’t it—this pandemic thing? Did anything like this
happen back....?”

“Way back in my time?” her grandmother replied with a
chuckle.

The unexpected chat continued for just twenty minutes.
But at its conclusion, the elder woman's day was brighter, her
loneliness lighter. The child felt loved and joined again to her
grandmother. The geographical distance between the two felt
shorter. A phone call. A short, simple, yet powerful gesture.

Thanks to Unforeseen Opportunities
“Thanks for calling Bridgetown Hardware. How can I help
you?”

“Hi, this is Tom Emerson of Emerson Construction.
Get a pencil and paper. I need to place a sizable order for
sheetrock, fiberglass tape, taping compound, caulk....”

Normally, Tom never would have thought of ordering
supplies from a small, neighborhood hardware store for a
commercial building project. But he had read a newspaper
pitch urging support for struggling small businesses
through the current economic crisis. Emerson’s order helped

Bridgetown Hardware stay in business and make payroll
another month.

Thanks to an lilness
“Harry...it’s...Leon.”

“Oh, for heaven’s sake....I'm just leaving my chemo
treatment; I didn’t think the day could get any worse, but
then of all people, you—"

“T was wrong, Harry. You know what I'm talking about. I
was wrong. I wanted you to hear me say it before...anything
happens.”

Estrangement melted more easily than either brother ever
dreamed it could. Not that they had dreamed of it happening
much. Nevertheless, it did.

% % %

“Grandma” had been lonely before the global pandemic.
“Bridgetown Hardware” had been struggling before the
economic crisis crippled the economy. The “brothers” had
been estranged for years before the diagnosis of a terminal
illness. Those vignettes are fictional, but real ones like them
take place in communities all over the world every day.

Embracing the Divine Mandate

Not being in the presence of others seemingly runs contrary
to human nature because we are hardwired to want to
connect with others,

This inclination is more than a psychological instinct.
God, who made it a divine mandate, placed it within us.
Even though we may make a mess of our connections by
associating for selfish reasons, failing to show respect, or
selectively ignoring others when it's convenient, we are
meant to be gifts and pillars of support to one another. “You
shall love your neighbor as yourself” (Mark 12:31). If we
asked Jesus today, as did one of the scribes while he walked
the earth, “Who is my neighbor?” Jesus might well answer,
“Who isn't?”

In Matthew’s judgment scene (Matthew 25:31-46),
those who are rejected ask, “Why...when did we...?” All of
their offenses are connected to cases of not reaching out
to others in need. Jesus knew we commit sins of omission
and identified himself with those
whose needs had been ignored: “I
was hungry and you” did nothing.

Geographical distance
between people is not the huge
impediment we think it is. If I'm
six feet from a hurting person, I
can’t give that person a hug, and
these days maybe I shouldn’t.

But a smile, a listening ear, some gentle, wise advice, and
words of encouragement are all at our disposal. Even if that

XDOLSHAL LNHSISINEIS i

“We should reflect and pray over the experience to find meaning
for us now and in the future.”

—LUIS CARDINAL TAGLE OF THE PHILIPPINES
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person is hundreds or thousands of miles away, it's still not
difficult. We are blessed in this age with multiple means of
communication that virtually erase the distance.

“We shall never know all the good that a simple smile can
do,” St. Teresa of Calcutta often said. We can smile over the
phone, in a note or a letter, on a card, or with a surprise gift.
The granddaddy of motivational speakers, Leo Buscaglia,
said, “Too often we underestimate the power of a touch, a
smile, a kind word, a listening ear, an honest compliment, or
the smallest act of caring—all of which have the potential to
turn a life around.”

A cynical “little voice” inside our heads may scoff at the
idea. “Seriously—what good can that do?” The little voice
should be attributed to the Father of Lies who loves to wrap
spiritual poison in enticing, glittery paper and opportunities
to do well in grimy, wrinkled parchment imprinted with,
“Stupid. Futile. Waste of time. Do not open. Ignore.” The Liar
intimidates to induce the conclusion that doing nothing is
the only sensible course of action.

Making Opportunities Out of Obstacles

As we ignore the Liar and contemplate ways to become and
stay spiritually connected in spite of social isolation, let's
avoid the mistake of branding isolation as a bad guy across
the board. Life is filled with things that can be good in some
circumstances, neutral in others, and toxic in still others.
[solation can be all three.

Prisoners in extended solitary confinement often emerge
with their minds and spirits
broken. Yet the Desert Fathers
and Mothers (early monks and
nuns who lived principally alone
in the wilderness) lived joyful
lives. Much of the most soaring
poetry by St. John of the Cross
was written during his harsh
imprisonment and isolation.

If we must live through a period of relative isolation, we
have a choice of resenting it or accepting and making peace
with it. If we choose the latter, we stand a better chance of
making the most of it. If we use it to get back on track with
God and others, as Pope Francis urges, it can be a source of
serenity and joy.

Isolation doesn’t mean shutting others out. Those who
live the Carmelite vocation and similar cloistered spiritual
paths aren’t trying to get away from people and become
really holy. An aspirant with that mindset will not last and
most likely will be gently but firmly advised to choose a
different path. Contemplatives live for others just as much as
do missionaries who often labor in settings of poverty and
oppression.

A degree of isolation is an opportunity to enter a mini-
monastery, a virtual cloister. A retreat is a good example. The
aim is not to tune others out but to make ourselves better
able to serve them through prayer and other practices, even
while we're separated from them by distance.

Time spent alone gives us a chance to revisit and renew
active participation in a particularly glorious tenet of
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Am | Responsible,
or Is It “They Versus Us?”

We're easily intimidated by the

scope or complexity of human
problems. When we encounter an
enormous need, we assume only an
enormous entity can do something
about it. Hence, it belongs to the
government, or to the ever popular
invisible “they.” We've all been privy to a
conversation that relates to this mindset:
“Isn’t it awful how ‘they’ have been
failing to fix things for centuries upon
centuries? They ought to do something
about that.”

Decades ago, the daily newspaper
comic strip featuring the amiable,
philosophical opossum named Pogo
stated incisively, “We have met the
enemy and he is us.” When we say
“they” as an alternate group that
should help address a need, we should
consider that we are “they” or “they”
are us! Ask yourself, How can | help?

HDOLSHILLNHS/ATEANYS :



our faith: the Mystical Body of Christ. Theology crossing
dimensions of existence names it the communion of saints.
We don’t need to establish connections with others from
scratch. Connections with people we know and ones we
don't are already in place. We're connected with people who
haven't been born yet and people whose names are in history
books and dusty courthouse registers. The communion of
saints spans even distances created by time.

Finding Spiritual Connectedness

We're connected to people here on earth and people “over
there.” An out-of-nowhere note of thanks or a phone call
would delight a grandpa who's still with us. And a grandma
who has passed on to the next life isn’t likely to have
abandoned all thoughts of her loved ones—or all desire to
help them—simply because she left her earthly body and
recipe box behind.

Social isolation does not cut us off from others. Failure to
believe in our spiritual connectedness does. Failure to accept
our obligations to each other does. Feeling disempowered by
geographical distance—when we really aren't—does.

Distance caused not by geography but by differences that
have become adversarial is especially tragic. People with
militantly opposite ideologies, for example, can sit three feet
apart but feel light years from each other. Most differences
have a multipronged effect—they can be divisive or
enriching. The outcome primarily depends on the attitudes
of the people involved. It's worth making an examination
of conscience with this question: How do I regard people
who are very different from me? Do I see these differences as
likely to be positive or negative?

Luis Cardinal Tagle of the Philippines, prefect of the
Vatican’s Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples,
issued wise words in a homily. Referring to the pandemic, he
said, “We should reflect and pray over the experience to find
meaning for us now and in the future.”

Reflect, pray, find meaning. Not endure, resent, forget.

During any scourge or alteration in the daily norm, we

HDOLSHILANHSAO AN

become enveloped by the news; we lament the toll on every
aspect of our lives and inflict our concerns and worst-case
scenarios on those closest to us. But on the flip side, we are
forced to find new ways to function, new ways to engage, and
new ways to participate.

During the COVID-19 crisis, we have felt justifiable pride
at the mobilizing of manufacturers, members of countless
professions and trades, law enforcement personnel, and
citizens who have abided by revised restrictions and looked
out for one another. We have been overwhelmed with
admiration for and gratitude to the health-care workers who
have continually put in overtime despite knowing that—like
the soldiers who stormed the beaches at Normandy—the
longer they worked, the more likely they were to die.

We have been amazed at how good we humans can be
when we decide to be.

Our other problems, local and global, remain. What if
we could sustain the momentum of the grace-driven surge
of goodness? As Cardinal Tagle put it, “The outpouring of
compassion that we have seen...needs to be encouraged into
the post-pandemic future.”

Jim Auer has written articles, short stories, and homilies since 1972,
He contributes regularly to Liguorian magazine and has written
maore than twenty books. He and his wife, Rose, have been married
more than fifty years. They have two grown children and seven

““grand urchins” (Jim's witty term).
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A Fearless Interior Inventory

Do any of these topics stir even a smidgen
of prejudice, resentment, envy, or a feeling
of superiority in you and trigger problems in
your relationships with others?

Political views and affiliations
Education or lack thereof

Income and financial resources

Race

Ethnicity

Culture and customs

Employment

Inborn character and personality traits

0000000 O

Inherent aptitudes and skills

All people would benefit from making

what twelve-step recovery programs call

“a searching and fearless moral inventory of
ourselves” (see Proverbs 4:23-27).

Imprimatur: In accordance with CIC 827, permission to publish has been granted on April 21, 2020, by the Most Reverend Mark 5. Rivituse, Auxiliary Bishop,
Archdiocese of 5t. Louis. Permission to publish is an indication that nothing contrary to Church teaching is contained in this particular wark.
It does not imply any endarsement of the opinions expressed in the publication, or a general endorsement of any author; nor is any liability assumed by this permission
Secripture texts in this work are from New American Bible, revised edition ® 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Dactrine, Washingtan, DC

Please share or recycle this Catholic Update. ﬂ
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