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\ Our Lady of the Lake
PR N Catholic Church
4609 Martin Street South, Cropwell, AL 35054

Office: 205-525-5161 Fax: 205-525-5162
www.ollpellcity.com parish@ollpellcity.com

Rev. William P. Lucas, Pastor

Deacon Terrence Rumore Deacon Serge Brazzolotto
Deacon E. Lee Robinson

Director of Religious Education Kelly Cardenas

Music Director Charmaine Welch

Parish Secretary Shelly Hamman
MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday : 5:00 p.m. Sunday: 8:30 a.m. & 11:15 a.m.
Weekdays: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 9:00 a.m.
Wednesday: 7:00 p.m.

OFFICE HOURS: Monday—Thursday 9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
EVERY FIRST FRIDAY:

CONFESSIONS: Novena To The Sacred Heart
Saturday 4:00 p.m. - 4:50 p.m. or of Jesus - before 9 a.m. Mass.
by appointment. Eucharistic Adoration 9:30 a.m.-11:00 a.m.
MARRIAGES: HOLY HOUR OF ADORATION:
Must be scheduled with the Priest Third Sunday of every month at 7:00 p.m.
at least 6 months in advance. Second Wednesday of every month— 7:30 p.m.

. Exposicion del Santisimo el segundo Miércoles
MORNING ROSARY: de cada mes @ 7:30 p.m.
8:30 a.m. before Mass.

MONDAYS: RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:

Miraculous Medal Novena following Mass. August through May. Ages 3 yrs. through
High School.



Our Lady of the Lake Catholic Church

Saturday, February 6, 2021
Mass 5:00 pm

Sunday, February 7, 2021
Masses 8:30 am & 11:15 am

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
j’eﬁmary 7, 2021
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Monday: Deacon Mark Squire by the Brazzolottos
Tuesday: Ruth Stanley by Jerry & Brenda Kern
Wednesday: Michael Brayman by Madelyn Guald
Thursday: Sister Ann Marie Hayes by Martha Hayes
Friday: Tim Smith Jr. by Walton Smith

Saturday: Trudy & Andy McClay by Zielinskis
Sunday: Richard Thoma by the Brazzolottos

For the People

Please pray for the ill and shut-ins:

Tom[ Boyle, Jacky & Tommie Ann JohAnson,
gg¥ essler, Gail Layton, Diana Markevich,
Dorothy Dw\/lattla, aﬁ.‘on Smith, Juamta
Crowson, Kelly Dale, ames, Bob
Joe & Sarah Svet[ Climf es & L1bb Laf&zur
red Brown, Jan Bowman, Silvia Moten,
ayne Adams, Herb Kuntz, Bill Frost, Audrey
rmger, Tatsy de Victoria, Christine Jaks,
jp eanie Reid, Ruth Stcm[ey, Nancy Ross, Jackie
Thoma, Robert Paulitzk j\;{ Cathy Funderburg
Parker, Bob & LouE(la Mene ee, ommy
Dickerson, Fr. Ggray Bean

Please pr_?g for all our Ioved ones who ﬁre ill and our
shut |ns a name, call the churc| offlce orto
add to the P r Hot Line please email Sharon

8(5:8 at sharo stlce46(a)qmall com or caII 205-613-

(D
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Weekly Readings ~ February 8—February 14

Monday: Gn 1:1-19; Ps 104:1-2a,
5-6, 10, 12, 24, 35¢; Mk
6:53-56

Tuesday: Gn 1:20—2:4a; Ps 8:4-
9; Mk 7:1-13

Wednesday: Gn 2:4b-9, 15-17; Ps
104:1-2a, 27-28, 29bc-
30; Mk 7:14-23

Thursday: Gn 2:18-25; Ps 128:1-5;
Mk 7:24-30

Friday: Gn 3:1-8; Ps 32:1-2, 5-7;
Mk 7:31-37

Saturday: Gn 3:9-24; Ps 90:2-6,
12-13, Mk 8:1-10

Sunday: Lv 13:1-2, 44-46; Ps

32:1-2, 5, 11; 1 Cor
10:31—11:1; Mk 1:40-45

TJoday’s Readings 59
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First Reading — Job finds life on earth to be
drudgery; he is filled with restlessness
(Job 7:1-4, 6-7).

Psalm — Praise the Lord, who heals the
brokenhearted (Psalm 147).

Second Reading — Woe to me if | do not preach
the gospel. | have become all things to all, to save
at least some (1 Corinthians 9:16-19, 22-23).

Gospel — Jesus cured many who were sick with
various diseases (Mark 1:29-39).
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Father Bill's Weekly Message

THE EIGHTH COMMANDMENT

The Eighth Commandment says, “Thou shall not bear false witness against your
neighbor.” (Exodus 20, 16; Deuteronomy 5, 20) The Catechism of the Catholic Church states,
“The eighth commandment forbids misrepresenting the truth in our relations with
others.” (Paragraph #2464)

The Catechism goes further, “Respect for the reputation of persons forbids every
attitude and word likely to cause them unjust injury.” The Catechism details more
specifically:

Rash Judgment: Assuming as true, without sufficient foundation, the moral fault of
another.

Detraction: Disclosing another’s faults and failings to persons who did not know them,
without an objectively valid reason.

Calumny: Using remarks contrary to the truth to harm the reputation of others and give
occasion for false judgments concerning them.

(Paragraph #2477)

Social media has propagated an explosion of violations of the eighth commandment.
Talk radio and television “opinion” shows generate enormous revenues from violations of
the eighth commandment. Political advertising tries to guide our voting decisions by
resorting to violations of the eighth commandment. When we allow ourselves to participate
in these media, we put ourselves in the near occasion of sin.

We tend to believe sources of information that tell us what we want to hear. Often, we
believe something is true because we want it to be true. The giveaway comes when the
person committing a violation of the eighth commandment says, “I’'m not saying it’s true. I'm
just telling you what I’'ve heard.” People only repeat something if they want it to be true. If
they believe it is false, they do not share it with others.

If we swim in the “sea” of bearing false witness against others, eventually we will
swallow some of that “water.” Even though we may think of ourselves as being innocent, we
are likely to become willing accomplices. Be on guard.




Offertory
Collection

July 2020 — June 2021

Actual Needed
Jan 31 $5,667 $5,558
Offertory
Year to $188,614 $172,298
Date

Pilgrim Virgen

Please join us online as we pray the

rosary for the Pilgrim Virgen on

ll)ﬂ‘ February 13th at 7:00 pm. See below
! : for the Zoom link.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5128251142?
pwd=aEVoS1VRS1gwTmV4NWcxUFFIZ09uUT09

Meeting ID: 512 825 1142

Passcode: Virgen

One tap mobile
+16465588656,,5128251142#,,,,,,0#,,840691# US (New York)

PARISH COUNCIL

Chair: Jennifer Rosato:

jrosato1972@gmailcom
Vice Chair: Bernie Funderburg
boxacarbern1@aol.com
Secretary: Gloria Raynor:

grodgers2010@gmail.com

Matthew Allor: mjallor.1969@gmail.com
Sonia Dale: wmksdale2000@gmail.com
Britton Falkner: brittonfalkner@gmail.com
Debbie Gossett: debbiegossett@msn.com
Bart Perry: brpgep07@yahoo.com

Allen Ross: allentross5555@gmail.com

Council meetings are open to all
parishioners, and are typically on the
third Wed. of the month after Mass.

RECENT EVENTS IN OUR PARISH
(NOVEMBER-JANUARY)

Baptisms
Analeigh Everett, daughter of Andera and Patrick

Everett, granddaughter of Paige and Patrick Everett,
November 21,

Eric Ezequiel Valdez, son of Eric and Patricia Valdez,
November 28",

Wagner Claire Rawson, daughter of BJ and Jordan
Rawson, granddaughter of Brian and Joanna
Murphree, great-granddaughter of Wayne and Mary
Adams, December 13™.

Dylan Emanuel Linares and Alexa Hernandez, son
and daughter of Misael Hernandez and Ingris Linares.
December 26".

Lourdes Veracruz Canuto, daughter of Olegario
Veracruz and Lourdes Canuto. December 26™.

Samuel Vasquez Suarez, son of Frederico Vasquez
Lopez and Adrianna Suarez Linares. January 23™.

Osvaldo Jimenez Ill, son of Osvaldo, Jr. and Summer
Jimenez, grandson of Osvaldo and Maria Jimenez.
January 31°.

Funerals:
Ken Hoffman, husband of Malinda Hoffman and father
of Anna Hoffman, December 5™.

Deaths:
Susan Dunnavant, friend of the Legion of Mary,
December.

Richard Thoma, wife of Jackie Thoma, December
25™

Annette Caterinicchia, sister of Tom Grafo, January
o™

Anna Ellison, wife of Gene Ellison, January 23",



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5128251142?pwd=aEVoS1VRS1gwTmV4NWcxUFFlZ09uUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5128251142?pwd=aEVoS1VRS1gwTmV4NWcxUFFlZ09uUT09

b The Christian Love Pantry

The Christian Love Pantry is still trying to help the
poor in the St. Clair County area. To assist them
we are continuing to collect canned soup at the

church. You can leave donations in the South
vestibule. There is a box for cash donations in
each vestibule.

If you prefer, you may drop your donation at the
parish office during normal office hours.

Goal -100 cans/week.
Total cans last week - 57 cans.

Please consider donating $1 per week!

Shower of Blessings
February 14, 2021

Please join us at the Shower of Blessings on February 14,
2021, in the Parish Hall (we will adhere to social distancing
protocols).

The Schachle Family will be back to share with us about the
miracles in the life of their youngest son, Michael that have
been considered for the beatification of Fr. Michael
McGivney, the founder of the Knights of Columbus.

For those able to participate in the baby bottle drive, please
return your bottles at the Shower of Blessings or leave them
in the foyer or Church Office for pick up.

If you are unable to give at this time, please do not
worry. We need prayers and volunteers more than anything
else at this time. Your prayers are invaluable.

We will still be having the shower itself to benefit, Ann’s
New Life Center. They are in need of the following items:

e Newborn, Size 3 & Size 4 Diapers
e New Baby Clothes, Size 18 Months
e New Baby Clothes, Size 24 Months

e Infant Health Care Kits (thermometer, nail clippers, etc)

e Administration/Facility Needs are: Toilet Paper,
Paper Towels, Copy Paper, Stamps, Rubbermaid
storage containers with lids

Assignments— Feb 10~ Feb 14

WEDNESDAY MASS 2/10/2021 7:00 PM

Lector:
Ministers:

Susan Moseley
Deacon

SATURDAY MASS 2/13/2021 5:00 PM

Greeters:
Lector:
Ministers:
Ushers:

SUNDAY MASS

Greeters:
Lector:
Ministers:
Ushers:

Greeters:
Lector:
Ministers:
Ushers:

Charles Gibson, Paige Everett
Allen Ross

Deacon

Mark McRae, TBD

2/14/2021 8:30 AM

H&M Houk, Shelly Hamman
Patrick Everett

Deacon

Michael Gagliano, Grant Stice,
Phillip & Bit Thomaston

2/14/2021 11:15 AM

A&W Struzik, Shirley Skeivelas
Lexie Smith

Deacon

Chris Gallegly, Andy Payant,
Emily Bluhm, John Bluhm

If you are unable to keep your
assignment, please find a substitute.




RE CLASSES RESUME THIS
WEEKEND!

The RE building has beew
professionally cleaned and
disinfected.

l!z}

For faith formation
at home try..

FORMED

THE CATHOLIC FAITH.
ON DEMAND.

Our parish code is JRQNHS8

o ey a s ime

Looking Ahead...

February 7—RE at 9:45 am/Youth
Mass at 11:15 am

February 9—RCIA

at7 pm “ \{

February 14— ) z fin '&
Burning of the DAY -
'3

Palms after the
8:30 mass followed
by RE and the Shower of Blessings at
9:45 am

February 16—RCIA at 7pm

February 17— Ash Wednesday Mass
at9amand 7 pm

Join the Youth Group!

vouth Group

(Grades 5th -12th)
Next Meeting:

Sunday, February 21st
from 5:30pm until *7pm

JOIN US FOR FOOD AND
FELLOWSHIP AS WE
LEARN ABOUT LENT!

*Families are invited to attend
Holy Hour immediately following
the Youth meeting.

For More information contact
our Youth Ministers, Carly Sadler
(205)837-8888 & Jordan Rawson
(205)863-5787

(Follow Us o Facebook and Tustagram!)



Lenten Fish Fries-Cancelled Calendar for Feb 7 -Feb 14, 2021

Fellow Parishioners, @ @
v/ N=

Regretfully, due to the current COVID-19 pandemic, the OLL Sunday - February 7
Knights of Columbus will not be preparing Lenten fish fries this

We feel that it is in the best i f ish Mass 8:30
year. We feel that it is in the best interest of our parish, Youth Mass 11:15 am
community, and members to remain safe and postpone the RE 9:45-11:00

Friday meals until next year. Thank you for your understanding

and support. Monday- February 8

James Raynor Mass 9:00 am
Grand Knight

Tuesday— February 9

Mass 9:00 am
VISITS TO THOSE STUCK AT HOME RCIA- 7:00 pm
If you or someone you know would like a phone call Wednesday— February 10
or a visit from Father Bill or one of the deacons, Mass 7:00 pm
please let us know. We would like to encourage Holy Hour/Adoration-7:30-8:30 pm
anyone who feels discouraged at this time. We can
visit in person or over the phone. We can bring Thursday— February 11
communion if desired. The phone numbers are: Mass 9:00 am
Father Bill Lucas, 205-383-8134 Friday— February 12
Deacon Terry Rumore, 205-253-9223 Mass 9:00 am
Deacon Lee Robinson, 205-936-9330;
Deacon Serge Brazzolotto, 205-753-3230. Saturday— February 13
You may also call the office at 205-525-5161. Reconciliation 4:00-4:50 pm
Mass 5:00 pm

Worldwide Marriage Pilgrim Virgin-7:00 pm (virtual)

@) Encounter Weekend Sunday- February 14

Mass 8:30 & 11:15 am
Consider making a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend to renew RE 9:45-11:00

those feelings you had during your first few years together. Burning of the Palms-immediately after

The next weekend is VIRTUAL and is scheduled for March 19-21, 8:30 am Mass .
2021. You can get more information or register online at www.ALFL- Shower of Blessings-9:45 am
wwme.org or by calling Sean and Angie Murray at 205-530-3607. |

v’ Ambulance 24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
v/Police v'Fire  FREE Shipping

I i L4im Solutions 1 9 95 g .
v'Friends/Family FREE Activation Py amonth § pot
NO Long Term Contracts '\ "/ i
gg\u cALLNoW! 800.809.3352 Gps Tracking w/Fall Detection - 6 !
; Nationwide, No Land Line Needed As Shown GPs, S g
ot ‘wnde’i‘ﬂdm M D M edA /ert EASY Set-up, NO Contract é‘l’l";’f;;fe’ﬁ =\
Mom rem! Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide! 24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA This Button SAVES Lives!

The Most Complete

FIN Da PARI SH COmMm Online National

Directory of

Check It Out Today! Catholic Parishes

684415 Our Lady of the Lake Church (B) www.jspaluch.com For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-438-8931




StateFarm-

BART PERRY
STATE FARM AGENCY

¢| 205-525-0726 www.BartPerry.com

I!_@ Carey Monistere

Get this

— REALTOR®

weekly bulletin Fies|Gosserr 205-901.0652
REALTY www.fieldsgossett.com

delivered by

email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

Knights of Columbus
Council 12270

Pell City, AL % E

The Sponsors Who Appear On This Bulletin. A

It Is Through Their Support That This Bulletin Is Made Possible.
Business Owners Interested In Advertising Please Call 0% A &
J.S. Paluch at 1-800-438-8931 A\ Y

Do you want to rediscover the
spark that was there on you wedding day?

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of ].S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Do you want to rediscover the best friend
you had when you were first married?

Do you want to join the millions of couples
worldwide who have learned how to keep
their marriage vibrant and alive?

WHY WAIT? — MAKE A WEEKEND www.ALFL-wwme.org

ONE&) PARISH connect with your

Download Our Free App or Visit Catholic Community )
www.MY.ONEPARISH.com with OneParishl

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

* One Free Month
Medical Alert System : « No Long-Term

Protecting Seniors
Nationwide

Contract
Q » Price Guarantee
e Easy Self Installation

Call Today!

Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

684415 Our Lady of the Lake Church (A) www.jspaluch.com For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-438-8931
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PHOTOCOPYING
PROHIBITED.

Lent Day by Day: Seeing the Face of God in Others

REVEREND PAUL TURNER

ur spiritual life requires upkeep. Without regular maintenance, things will fall into disarray. Lent is
a tune-up for the soul. It's time to get rid of what is broken, discover habits that cause problems,
and identify parts of our spiritual life that need to be rebuilt. Let us maintain the health of our soul

and rise anew on Easter!

AsH WEDNESDAY Overlooking Mistakes

As Lent begins, we don't ignore our sins. Let us pray that God
will forgive them in love, looking beyond our faults to see a
heart of repentance.

But you have mercy on all, because you can do all things

For you love all things that are

and loathe nothing that you have made (Wisdom 11:23-24),

THURSDAY Cast Your Cares Upon God
An illness—or any misfortune—can make or break our spiri-

tuality. We can choose to complain or cast our cares upon God’

and ask for mercy,

I'will grieve and complain, / and my prayer will be heard. / He
will redeem my soul in peace / from those who war against me
(Psalm 55:18-19),

FRIDAY The Lord, Our Helper

If we have stopped attending Mass, the most
important change we can make in our life
is to once again take part in it weekly.
When we make room for the Eucharist,
we'll think differently, relationships will
improve, and we’ll encounter people who
support us. Both the priest and the peni-
tent rely on the Lord for help.

Hear, O Lorp, have mercy on me;

Lorp, be my helper (Psalm 30:11).

SATURDAY Generous Love

Marisol was desperate. Her husband had abandoned her and

their five children—two with special needs. She couldn’t find a

job. Our parish deacon helped facilitate the family’s needs for
i food, housing, and medication. Most importantly, he provided

j : compassion. The lesson for Marisol and us is that when things

: 80 wrong, we must open our eyes to what's already there.

Answer me, LORD, in your generous love;

in your great mercy turn to me (Psalm 69:17).

................................................................................................

First Week of Lent

SUNDAY Distress and Honor

Paul’s life changed forever when he broke his hip at age eighty-
one. Even after surgery, he struggled to walk. Paul had always
cared for others. Now, people returned the favor, caring for
him. God takes care of the least of us. Often when we see people
who are infirmed, we see only the present and not the past.

He will call upon me and I will answer; / I will be with him

in distress; / I will deliver him and give him honor

(Psalm 91:15-16).

MONDAY Eyes on the Lord
When I played baseball, this mantra rang in my ears: “Keep
your eye on the ball.” I tried, but I couldn’t hit that hurtling
sphere well. A good batter focuses on the ball, and it
seems the rest of his body knows what to do. In our
spiritual life, we may feel we “strike out” when
we pray or strive to make a moral choice, but if
we keep our eyes fixed on God, he will guide
us.
Yes, like the eyes of servants / on the hand of
their masters... / so our eyes are on the LorD our
God, / till we are shown favor (Psalm 123:2).

) TuEsDAY Through All Generations

A ceramic pitcher that my mom gave me was one
of the few possessions my great-grandmother brought
with her when she immigrated. Even though it drips, 1
use it for milk. I wonder: Did Great-grandma bring milk to
the breakfast table in it? Like her pitcher, her values of hard
work and devotion to faith and family have been passed down
through the generations.
Before the mountains were born, / the earth and the world
brought forth, / from eternity to eternity you are God
(Psalm 90:2).

SVITLANA BEZUHLOVA / SHUTTERSTOCK



WEDNESDAY Mercy Ages Old

Abe’s wife stood beside him as a pillar of strength, prayer, and
hope as he suffered with a terminal illness. Her compassion
never waned. Throughout Lent, we strive to become more lov-
ing. Sometimes it’s hard to share our compassion repeatedly.
Yet God’s mercy never dies.

Remember your compassion and your mercy, O Lorb, / for they
are ages old. / Do not let my enemies gloat over me. / Redeem
Israel, O God, / from all its distress! (Psaln 25:6, 2, 22).

THURSDAY Understanding Silence

God is intuitive. It doesn’t matter if we pray in silence or hum,
God reads our hearts. During Lent, we take on penance, sac-
rifice for others, and spend time in prayer. Even when we lack
words, God will attend to our needs.

Give ear to my words, O LorD; / understand my sighing, /
Attend to the sound of my cry, / my king and my God!
(Psalm 5:2-3).

FRIDAY Suffering and Sin

When I came to anoint Esther, who was
dying at age ninety-one, she asked: “Is God
punishing me?” We often link suffering to
sin, death to punishment. Suffering and
death may feel like punishment, but they
are not. Pray that you'll follow God’s path.
Bring me out of my distress.

Look upon my affliction and suffering;

take away all my sins (Psalm 25:17-18).

SATURDAY God's Refreshing Law

[n my parish, a family must be registered for one year before
they can celebrate a quinceariera in our church. This cultural
celebration of a girl’s fifteenth birthday should be, foremost, a
celebration of faith, like baptism or first Communion. To some,
our policy seems harsh, but rules can invite a more sincere con-
nection between the rituals we enact and the lives we lead.

The law of the LoRD is perfect, / refreshing the soul.

The decree of the LORD is trustworth y (Psalm 19:8-9).

Second Week of Lent

SUNDAY Seeking God's Face

In biblical times, being in someone’s presence meant being able
to see his or her face. During Lent, God shows his face to us
in many ways, including through people. We experience great
longing when God’s face seems hidden from us. But it never is.
“Come,” says my heart, “seek his face”;

your face, LorD, do I seek!

Do not hide your face from me (Psalm 27:8-9).

MONDAY Level Ground

Parishioners visiting a church built in the 1920s were generally
required to climb stairs to reach the front door. Today, the same
church would likely be built on level ground. Consider that the
steps emphasize the cross we carry, while level ground signifies
the resurrection Christ promises.

.........................................................................................................................................................................................

-

But I walk in my integrity; / redeem me, be gracious to me! /
My foot stands on level ground; / in assemblies I will bless
the Lorp (Psalm 26:11-12),

TUESDAY Give Light

Kevin, born blind, could relate to the story of the blind man
in John's Gospel. When he shops, clerks often ask his friends,
“What does he want?” Kevin wonders, “Do they think I can’t
hear or speak?” When we see people with disabilities, we may
experience a disability of our own: bad judgment. Without the
light of charity, we can create more difficulties for those who al-
ready have difficulties.

Give light to my eyes lest I sleep in death,

lest my enemy say, “I have prevailed” (Psalm 13:4-5),

WEDNESDAY Come Quickly

When she fell at the nursing home, Lucy had the presence of
mind to press the alarm button she wore. The nurs-
ing staff came quickly to her aid. God's presence
is like an alarm. When we fall, let us remember
that God is ready to help us up. True, sound-
ing the alarm may threaten our comfort
zone or move us down a different path than
what we thought was best. Still, ask for
help, press the button.
Do not forsake me, O Lorp;
my God, be not far from me! (Psalm 38:22),

THURSDAY Wicked Path

Carlos killed a man he never intended to harm.
After being kicked out of a bar, he returned after
it closed and retaliated by shooting out the second-floor
windows, killing a man. He drove away, unaware he had killed
someone. Everyone gets tempted, but with God’s help, we can
follow the ancient path of charity.
God, know my heart.... / See if there is a wicked path in me; /
lead me along an ancient path (Psalm 139:23-24),

FRIDAY The Net

Héctor, an illegal immigrant, had a wife and two children and
wanted to be legal. A man who offered to help him actually only
helped himself to Héctor’s money. Héctor was deported when
he couldn’t produce papers. Sometimes we make bad choices.
Like animals getting snared in a hunter’s net, our desperation
makes us easy prey. We must cry out to God for justice.

In you, Lorp, I take refuge.

Free me from the net they have set for me (Psalm 31:2, 5).

SATURDAY Slow to Anger

“We don’t need a pavilion!” shouted an enraged Gustav to his
priest. He had once been able to park close and walk to his
pew in about fifty steps. Nearly ninety, Gustav didn’t walk eas-
ily, and his wife, Betty, also had difficulty with the remodeled
church—thus his anger. Unlike Gustav, God is slow to anger,
but that doesn’t mean God sees things as we do. God considers
everyone’s problems and is patient with us.

The Lorp is gracious and merciful,

slow to anger and abounding in mercy (Psalm 145:8).

MIA STUDIO / SHUTTERSTOCK



Third Week of Lent

SUNDAY Your Own Soil

The Israelites lived many generations in lands not their own, but
prophets foresaw a day when they would return to their home.
The elect, those chosen for baptism, model the yearning we all
feel for our own land that Christ has prepared for us. Lenten dis-
ciplines help us prepare for the journey to our true home.

I'will take you away from among the nations, gather you from
all the lands, and bring you back to your own soil (Ezekiel
36:24).

MONDAY The Lord’s Courts

When the Israelites made their pilgrimage to the Temple in Je-
rusalem, they sang with hearts filled with anticipation of what
they would experience upon entering God’s holy presence. We
come to church because we yearn for the place where we find
justice, song, and peace.

My heart and flesh cry out / for the living God (Psalm 84:3),

TUESDAY Apple of Your Eye
Mary announced she wanted to change careers. Her
husband, Steve, replied, “Whatever you want is
OK—as long as it includes me!” That doesn’t al-
ways happen. Sometimes people can’t accept .
change or give the support a partner needs. i
May we always include God in our future. !
Turn your ear to me; hear my speech. / Keep i1
me as the apple of your eye; / hide me in the

shadow of your wings (Psalm 17:6, 8).

WEDNESDAY Steady My Feet

My aunt, ninety-six, had been the fastest nun in
the convent. She wasn'’t racing; there was a lot to do.
Now she had a walker that slowed her. Walking unas-
sisted gives us a sense of freedom. We may wish that the per-
sons standing near would go away, but God may be steadying us
with their help,

Steady my feet in accord with your promise;

do not let iniquity lead me (Psalm 119:133).

THURSDAY God Listens

Juana, a bright, giving member of our parish, was accepted to the
school of her dreams. Then the university revoked her admission
because she had no proof of citizenship. Juana had qualified to
receive protection under Deferred Action for Childhood Arriv-
als (DACA). The community defended her. Soon the university
corrected its mistake and welcomed Juana. Not all wrongs are
righted. But if we network with God, our cry will be heard.

If ever you wrong them and they cry out to me, I will surely
listen to their cry (Exodus 22:22).

FRIDAY One True God

The First Commandment still applies to us. Anything that is
the center of our lives can become a false god. We can learn
what our priorities are by tracking how we spend our time and
money. We should give up false gods that take our talents and
treasures away from what the true God wants from us,

.............................................................................................
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None among the gods can equal you.... / For you are great and
do wondrous deeds; / and you alone are God (Psalm 86:8, 1 0).

SATURDAY Pardon

[ask “why” a lot when I'm driving. Sometimes I even get angry
because others’ actions cause momentary inconveniences. Are
they deliberately trying to make m y drive less pleasant? In reality,
they may be dodging debris or looking for an exit. If I can under-
stand why someone does something, it makes me more forgiv-
ing. Let us pray that God looks on our actions this way.

Bless the Lorp, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits
(Psalm 103:2, King James Bible).

Fourth Week of Lent

SUNDAY Rejoice You Who Mourn

When Jerusalem was ransacked by Babylon, the people went into
exile, and their city was destroyed. But when invited to rebuild
their homeland, they had new purpose. They spread God’s word
through a message of hope. After a horrifying experience, peo-
ple may invite others to see the world as they do. It
can open eyes.
Rejoice with Jerusalem and be glad because

of her, / all you who love her.... / Rejoice

with her in her joy, all you who mourn

over her (Isaiah 66:10).

MONDAY Misery and Rejoicing
Tom, who runs a social service agency,
makes home visits to assess the needs of
clients. At Liza’s house, he saw her misery
and wanted to relieve her distress. Seeing
the misery of others should move us to take
action. We hope God responds similarly to us.
I'trust in the Lorp. / I will rejoice and be glad in
your mercy, / once you have seen my misery / [and] gotten to
know the distress of my soul (Psalm 31:7-8).

TUESDAY Eat Without Cost

A friend and I went to brunch. After sipping coffee and catch-
ing up, we asked to order brunch. “We don’t serve brunch any-
more,” said the owner. Surprised, we requested our bill. “That’s
OK, no charge for the coffee.” It isn’t often you get something
for nothing, but when you do it makes you want to give back. A
sign of Lenten charity is giving freely to others.

All you who are thirsty, / come to the water! /

You who have no money, / come, buy grain and eat (Isaiah 55:1).

WEDNESDAY Time for Deliverance

Lety’s gas would be shut off if she didn’t pay her bill. She had
other problems, but despite her distress she remained a giver,
She cared and cooked for many neighborhood kids after school
while their parents worked. Without gas to cook, she impro-
vised, fixing salads and cold cuts for the kids. Lety shared the
little she had with others. God watches our actions as we await
answers to prayers.

God, in your abundant kindness, answer me

with your sure deliverance (Psalm 69:14).

..............................................................................................
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THURSDAY Seek Out the Lord

When we see a crowd of people, we see just that—a crowd. But
God sees each person. I invite you to look at others the way God
sees them. Throughout this Lent, in addition to practicing sacri-
fice and prayer, it is customary to practice charity. If we seek the
face of God, we can find it in many people.

Let hearts that seek the LORD rejoice! / Seek out the LorD and
his might; / constantly seek his face (Psalm 105:3-4),

FRIDAY The Words of My Mouth

Some people’s lips “go longer” than our ears.
After a while, our minds may wander. We run
the hazard of missing something important.
When people state a real concern, we need to
be ready to reply. When they talk long, we have
to listen slow. It's hard. When we pray, we also
may say a lot. If God doesn’t seem to respond
to everything we say, we need to remember how
much we demand of God's ears.

O God hear my prayer.

Listen to the words of my mouth (Psalm 54:4),

SATURDAY Torrents of Destruction

When my canoe capsized, I swallowed water but found the
surface and a fresh supply of oxygen! I then understood how
dangerous a seemingly lazy river can be. In moments of great
need, it can feel like we're drowning in rivers of worry. When
we receive an answer to our prayers, sweet breath returns to our
lungs. In the calm, we owe God thanks.

The cords of death encompassed me;

the torrents of destruction terrified me....

From his temple he heard my voice (Psalm 18:5, 7).

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT A Faithless People

I've become more convinced that faith is a natural part of
human life. We each have a body, a mind, and a spirit. You
could call those who don't believe, turn away from the Church,
or delight in egoism “a faithless people.” But whether we see it
or not, all people yearn for God because God made us that way.
Grant me justice, O God; / defend me from a faithless people; /
from the deceitful and unjust rescue me (Psalm 43:1).

Holy Week

PALM SUNDAY Hosanna!

Hosanna comes from the same Aramaic word as Jesus, which
means “Savior.” On Palm Sunday, the crowds gathered in Jeru-
salem, shouting, “Hosanna,” communicating their need for a
Savior. Those same people turned against Jesus a few days later.
Yet he did not abandon them. He saved them. We cry out to
God, who can offer us forgiveness and a new start.

Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord,
[even] the king of Israel (John 12:13).

HOLY THURSDAY Boast in the Cross

A cantor in a wheelchair sang in church at the Easter Vigil. Pre-
paring to intone the “Alleluia,” she inched her chair to the can-
tor stand, grabbed its sides, and hoisted herself up. She said, “I
have good news: ‘Alleluia!™ Then she sang the Easter message!
Sometimes the people who carry the cross also hold the resur-
rection. During Holy Week, we never behold the crucifixion
without seeing its destination. The cross radiates
courage and resurrection.
But may I never boast except in the cross of
our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the
world has been crucified to me
(Galatians 6:14),

)

"~ GOOD FRIDAY Abandoned

I'agreed to preside at the funeral Mass for
a woman with no family who passed away
in a nursing home. Our choir and daily Mass
attendees joined in the prayers. But at the
graveside, there was only the funeral director and
me. I thought: How can you live eighty-nine years and
1o one mourns your death? At times we may feel abandoned.
Even Jesus recited a prayer of abandonment on the cross. But
our Maker continually watches over us. The community of be-
lievers is ready to embrace us.
My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? (Psalm 22:2),

HOLY SATURDAY Secure

When my father died, I felt it was my responsibility to comfort
everyone. But after the burial, I let my guard down and cried.
On Holy Saturday, we commemorate the day Jesus lay in the
tomb. Perhaps the disciples cried. Perhaps they shut off their
emotions. Perhaps they didn’t feel secure. But soon they expe-
rienced the mystery that had long been concealed like a body in
the belly of the earth.

In peace I will lie down and fall asleep,

for you alone, LorD, make me secure (Psalm 4:9).

EASTER SUNDAY Glory and Power

We celebrate the resurrection of Christ on Easter and profess
the belief that he offers us a share in his resurrection. We have
all struggled with losing someone special. Yet somehow, we re-
ceive the Spirit and strength we need to remain faithful to our
path. In spite of our sorrow and because of it, we praise the
glory and power of God. That is the way of Christians.

The Lord has truly been raised.

To him be glory and power forever [and ever]. Amen

(Luke 24:34; Revelation 1:6).
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